Husbandry Guidelines

Name

Species

Prepared by

1. Acquisition and acclimatization

Status of wild population
Status current captive population
Sources of birds
Acclimatization procedures
Weighing

Feeding wild caught birds, getting newly acquired birds onto captive diet

2. Housing and Enclosure Requirements

General housing considerations

Environmental requirements

Temperature / humidity

Natural light

Photo period

Water quality

Utilities

Air filtration

Water

Electrical 

Sewer, waste disposal

Observation

Blinds

Remote camera systems

Quarantine (isolation) cage set up

Cage size

Design and construction


Containment barriers

Substrate


Types and location of perches


Hiding structures


Capture and handling systems

Feed and water set up

Bathing and or misting options:

Lighting:


Water sources, special needs

Breeding cage set up

Cage size

Design and construction


Containment barriers, Design concerns: wire size, glass, harp wire


Capture and handling systems, Shift cages, Trap cages

Shelter requirements

Substrate

Landscaping

Feed and water set up

Bathing and or misting options:

Lighting:

Water sources, special needs

Special furniture

Special behavioral enrichment items

Types and location of perches, display sites

Hiding structures

Exhibit cage set up
Cage size

Design and construction

Containment barriers

Design concerns: wire size, glass, harp wire

Capture and handling systems

Shift cages

Trap cages

Shelter requirements

Substrate

Landscaping

Feed and water set up

Bathing and or misting options:

Lighting:

Water sources, special needs

Special furniture

Special behavioral enrichment items

Types and location of perches, display sites

Hiding structures

3. Behavior and Social management

General social considerations

Sequence of behaviors associated with reproduction

Managing social behavior over course of years.


Off season: 


Territory development and pair formation: 


Nesting

Introductions

Effects of removing members of grouping

Behavioral development


At what age is dominance hierarchy established


At what age are females sexually mature. Males


Age at dispersal

List behavioral indicators of stress, harassment or impending social changes.

Setting up and managing a enrichment program

Social spacing 

Stereotypic behaviors, Strategies for avoidance and management

Mixed species exhibits


What species work well together?

What species have caused problems?

4. Reproduction

General considerations


Preparing for breeding

Timing of breeding and molt

Managing photo period and other environmental cues

Setting up pairs

Identifying pairs

Cage set up

Type / description of nest provided and used

Nest material provided

Monitoring and managing reproductive activity

Chick growth and development

Hatching weight

Parental care pattern; feeding pattern, diet changes related to nestlings

Physical development and growth characteristics

Supplemental feeding

Age of fledging and sexual maturity

Artificial Incubation

Preparation of incubators

Fumigation or disinfection of eggs

Types of incubators

Temperature and humidity

Egg turning and frequency

Managing the pip to hatch interval

Hatching problems

Hand rearing

Guidelines for intervention

Physical exams and assessments

Feeding schedules, formula protocol

Environmental standards / incubator protocols / brooder protocols

Hand rearing protocols

Record keeping

Socialization / enrichment / imprinting avoidance

Reintroduction to con-specifics

Contraception techniques

5. Nutrition

Enclosure management

Feeding single or mixed species enclosures

Monitoring food consumption

Number of times fed per day

Feeding locations 

How is potable water given to animal

Diet and feeding

List current diet in weighed amounts. Note any alternative diets

Commercial diet available

Timing of food presentation

Options for stimulating and acquiring additional sources of insects

Attractants using cultures of fruit, decomposed vegetation, and rotting flesh.

Attracting insects using landscaping 

Attracting insects using Pheromones

Attracting insects using UV night lights

Collecting insects using traps and sweep nets
List piece size specifications and restrictions

List food used for behavioral enrichment

List seasonal diet changes

Note any pertinent typical feeding behaviors

Note any aberrant feeding behavior

Meating off birds to captive or new diet

Hand rearing /weaning

List hand rearing formula, quantity, frequency, and details of feeding methods

List age weaning began and when it was completed

List diet used for weaning and feeding methods

List growth and development data

Nutrient composition

Nutrient analysis of current diet

Nutritional requirements of species

List nutritional toxicities and deficiencies species is subject to

List diets/diet items, which are known problems for species

6. Health Issues

General health monitoring

Stress factors

Intensive Care management for sick or flighty birds

Preventive medicine

Routine examinations - How often? What is done?

Fecal parasite screening

Schedule for routine screening

Routine worming

Chronic endo-and ectoparasites for species

Preshipment fecal exams routine

Neonate examination

Physiologic norms

Temperature, heart rate and respiration rate.

Defecation - frequency, normal stool consistency

Urination - frequency, color

Appetite - normal pattern

Monitoring weight

Normal weight and daily weight changes

Major disease problems and common injuries for the species

List medical problems and treatment

Behavioral manifestations of illness

Care of sick birds

Immobilization

Preparations

Fasting

Post - immobilization concerns

Other considerations during immobilization

Post mortem protocol

7. Transport and handling

Setting up shipping container which meets IATA specifications 

Shipping preparations

Feeding during shipment

Shipment follow up

8. Exhibition and interpretation

Appropriate exhibit formats

Essential exhibit features needed

Activities for public involvement

Biological points of interest

Interpretative (educational) standards for Flycatcher grouping and verditer flycatcher

9. Data collection

Program review

Husbandry practices

Breeding activity

Nesting activity

Handraising (growth data)

Basic field data

